Diaphragmatic repair of hepatic hydrothorax with VATS after abdominal insufflation with CO(2).
Hepatic hydrothorax is defined as the presence of a significant pleural effusion that develops in a patient with cirrhosis of the liver who does not have an underlying cardiac or pulmonary disease. There have been few published case reports dealing with hepatic hydrothorax treated surgically. Recently, we treated a patient with refractory hepatic hydrothorax by directly suturing the diaphragmatic defect during VATS. During surgery, the diaphragmatic defect was identified by using abdominal insufflation with CO(2) . The defect was sutured and the diaphragm was covered by polyglycolic acid felt and fibrin glue. After surgery, the patient's pleural effusion improved, his postoperative course was uneventful and he did not require a drainage tube at discharge.